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A Plan for Lessening Pauperism. 

Doctor Chalmers appears to have carried into effect the principles of the 
best writers for bettering the condition of the poor, and in publishing a detail 
of his proceedings for three years, has conferred a great benefit on mankind, 
though he has not brought forward one new principle . — See Statement respecting 
Pauperism at Glasgow, by Thomas Chalmers, d.u. 

In order to follow his example, the first object is, to obtain assistance from 
persons satisfied of the truth of these principles. 

They must consider themselves appointed rather to prevent pauperism than 
to distribute alms ; both, however, will be their duty. 

Dr. Chalmers says, “ I, and most of those who acted with me, consider public 
charity as a very great evil.^’ And the mode in which they appear to have 
made it almost unnecessary was by the application of the f ollowing principles;— 

1. That neither public nor private charity can permanently belter the condi- 
tion of the poor by pecuniary assistance. 

2. That it is on their own industry and prudence alone that all classes of 
society must ultimately depend. 

3. That none of the funds that charity supplies should be extended to any 
who are able, and do not labour, however small the remuneration. 

4. That those who receive assistance from tiie funds of charity should not be 
enabled to have more of the necessaries or comforts of life than the poorest of 
those who support themselves by their own industry. 

5. That persons disabled from earning for themselves, by sickness or acci- 
dents, lunatics, blind, very old, or very young, who are at the same time desti- 
tute of natural connexions and relations, are the only proper objects of pulilic 
charity. 

6. That early and improvident marriages are the greatest source of poverty. 

7- That those charities that have in view the improvement of the character 

of the poor in a moral, religious, or even in a worldly view, cannot be too 
liberally supported. 

To show that these principles are not the effusions of a novel schemer, or hard- 
hearted speculator, we would advise those who doubt their general application 
and truth, and have sufficient leisure, to read the works of the celebrated 
Adam Smith, Dr. Franklin, Dr. Malthns, Mrs. B.’s Dialogues, and all the 
modern political economists, as well as L)r. Chalmers’ little Report of his entire 
success in the application of them. Some, indeed, may be convinced of their 
ti-uth by those of whose good sense and good intentions they are previously 
satisfied; some by observing the conduct of Quakers to the poor of their 
fraternity ; and all may suspect that thei'e is some truth in them, by observing 
the bad effects of a contrary system generally pursued, where poverty and 
misery, without regal'd to cause or conduct, is made the title to charitable 
assistance. 

The circumstances of the poor are continually changing, and the funds of 
charity should go to the relief of casual, temporary distress, rather than mere 
poverty. To the former a small donation may give great relief, without inter- 
fering with good habits; applied to the latter, the largest sums are considered 
more productive of evil than good, by the best writers and ablest statesmen. 

Who has ever seen the annuitant of a rich gentleman, or the person on the 
poor list in our parishes, emerge from that degrading situation ? They think 
that their poverty gives them a title to their little freehold estate, and we have 
always known them to preserve that title in full force unimpaired. This is by 
no means the case where assistance is given by neighbours, friends, and rela- 
tions, whose presence is a check to idleness and imprudence. 

To apply Dr. Chalmers’ management to the use of an Irish parish, we 
would divide the parish into walks of about one hundred houses of rich and poor, 
as they happen to exist ; in each walk more or less than that number, according 
as townlands or local cii'cumstances suggest; to each of these divisions appoint 
a deacon. 

Persons of business, or farmers of from 50 to 150 acres, may be most eligible; 
but first, they should be satisfied that the duties of the office would not infringe 
too much on their time. On this part of the subject we refer to Dr. Chalmers,’ 

reckoning 
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AND LESSENING PAUPERISM IN IRELAND. 

reckoning upon double the time stated by him as necessary, say two or three 
hours in a week, or even more, perhaps, in the beginning. 

Next, they should be satisfied of the truth of the maxims before laid down. 
Their consent to undertake the charge and eligibility for the situation being 
thus ascertained, the duties of the ollice should be explained 

For which purpose it will be necessary for the deacon of each division or 
district to get a list of the families, the number of persons of which each con- 
sists, their means of living, their moral conduct, their connexions by birtli and 
marriage, the number able and unable to labour, &c. He is to admonish the 
idle and vicious with kindness and firmness, showing them that neither they, 
nor those whom nature has placed in a situation dependent on them, can o^et 
any part of the charity-fund of the parish. ° 

'He will find that it is the idle, the imprudent, and the vicious, or their 
families, tliat generally apply for chai'ity, and that such persons will be much 
less inclined to apply to him, or to any one whom they know to be acquainted 
with their respective characters, than to those they generally petition, and with 
whom they succeed according to their skill and ingenuity in the art of begging. 

They should teach that respectability is not confined to any station in life, 
and that he who by prudence and foresight is enabled to support his family by 
his own exertions, is a fiir more respectable and honourable character than he 
who lives on tiie charity of otiiers. 

He is to show them how they may provide work for themselves ; that, how- 
ever small the wages may be, they must work, getting the best hire they can, 
but working for the lowest rather than be idle; that they are to offer their 
services at public or private works, at a lower rate than they have been in the 
habit of receiving, if they cannot get the same or a higher rate. That the 
price lately given by the ein])loyer of labour, and the price that the market 
enables him at any particLilar time to give, whether higher or low'er, are seldom 
very different. The farmer or manufacturer that will employ no more men at 
a certain price, proves that he does not think he can employ them with profit 
at that rate ; at the same time, he may be willing to employ an unlimited 
number at somewhat less hire, knowing that the subject on which they are 
employed will pay and yield him a profit besides. If the principles laid down 
are felt by these deacons to be right, they will find various ways of applying 
them in their admonitions, according to local circumstances : they should show 
the poor the necessity of lowering their terms, or working better, to enable 
those who employ them to do so with advantage, and, in consequence, per- 
manently ; that, however little the reward of their labour may be, it is some- 
thing towards their maintenance, gives them die best claim on their wealthier 
neighbours, and does not prevent, but rather secures, an increased hire, when 
circumstances, over which neither they nor their employers have any control, 
will permit. But any assistance, given them merely for employment, and 
attended with loss in the manufacture, is injudicious, as it cannot be of steady 
continuance, and injures the poor unassisted rival tradesman. 

If assistance be given to those who are in a degree able to help themselves, 
it should be proportioned to their own exertions. 

Patient and kind investigation of the causes of distress, with steady deter- 
mination not to give pecuniary assistance where sound policy points out that it 
should be withheld, is perhaps the most difficult task the deacons have to per- 
form ; particularly as they may have to work against their natural feelings of 
benevolence. Dr. Chalmers mentions the report of one of his deacons, who 
refused support to the destitute families of two runaway husbands ; the con- 
sequence was, in one instance, the husband came back to the family ; in the 
other, the family found out the man, and went to him; neither of the 
husbands would have been heard of (Dr. Chalmers thinks) had the parish funds 
been in any degree applied to the support of the deserted families. 

The most considerable contributor, or rather the person most satisfied of 
the truth of the principles laid down, will be the best chairman. A treasurer 
should likewise be named at the first meeting. The chairman should have no 
district of his own, but rather act as judge and arbitrator of claims; he is to 
keep a book, ruled in columns, for the district, the name of the object, the 
nature of his or her claim, the time from whence he is to have a weekly pay- 
ment, the amount of that payment for each month. 

The treasurer should have a duplicate of this hook, which is to be his 
270. authority 
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authority for giving a certain sum, as agreed upon, to each deacon, being the 
amount for one month in his district, which the deacon is to divide and pay 
weeldy. The first consideration at each meeting is, the amount of the funds in 
hand ; the next, what sum it may be expedient to give away in the ensuing 
month j and lastly, with each deacon in succession, inquiring if any new object 
is to be added or any old discontinued, naming and considering each person in 
his list individually. 

In case of any accident, the deacon will be expected to advance a small sum 
of his own, the occasion of whicli he is to describe at the next meeting, and if 
his conduct is then approved of, such sum is to be refunded to him. 

The treasurer is also to keep a common debtor and creditor account, makin-r 
himself debtor for the weekly collection given him by the clmrciiwardeii^ 
&c. &c., and creditor lor payment to deacons, at; ordered at the monthly meet- 
ings, showing the balance in his hands at each period. 

The deacons should meet once a montli to confer together, and witli such 
persons as contribute to the funds at their dis])os:d, as to tiie best distribution of 
them, on tlie principles before slated; and tiieir ambition, it i;; hoped, will be, to 
show how little of tiie {joors’ fund the district of each lias occasion for. 

Cangort Park, December WiUimn 'I'rench. 

Poalscvipl. 

The foregoing’ plan has been acted upon in different degrees, in several 
parishes. Where it ha.s been completely canied into efbet, from December 
1S23, the result lias been very encouraging. The diliercnt degrees of wealth 
and comfort, with equal apparent means, arising from prudent and industrious 
habits, or the reverse, has been the most remarkable circumstance that has come 
to tlie knowledge of the deacons, in tlicir first general inspection. In many 
instances they have found tradesmen poorer than iahourers, though earning four 
times as much when at work. The sacrifice of the deacon’s time lias been 
extremely small; two or three hours a day for a few days at the beginning, 
a few minutes perhaps once a week afterward, when called upon, and about two 
hours once a month at their meeting for comparing and considering the 
respective claims, is all the time that has been found necessary to be given by 
the chairman or deacons for carrying on the system. 

In the parish alluded to, the curate is the chairman; a principal landlord has 
added to the fund the amount of many small pensions that he formerly paid 
half-yearly, without particular inquiry. The collections in the church have 
increased fourfold, and the Roman-catholic clergyman, who acts as a deacon to 
a district, and as such attends the moutldy meetings, throws a I’espectable 
collection made at his chapel into the common fund ; which is thus increased 
by the contributors^ knowing, as many of tliem do bv attending the meetings, 
that a strict scrunlty and comparison of the objects takes place monthly, and 
tliat proper objects are relieved from those funds which, in consequence of 
careless and unprincipled distribution, usually tend to piomote idleness and 
bad management. 

Cangort Park, July 1820. 



A Plan for the Relief of the Helplkss Poor ot‘ Ireland. 

Suppose it were enacted, that any two persons having an annual income of 
^-0<. each, deiived out of a tenement m any parish, should be empowered 
t lough any magistrate or the clergyman of such parish, to call a meeting of 
the piojnieiois of 20/. per annum or upwards, once in each year, to consider 
of a contribution to assist the helpless poor. 

That 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




and lessening pauperism in IRELAND. 5 

That no interest less that 20/. per annum in the parish should entitle the 
owner to a vote at such a meeting. 



£.20 per anil. 1 Vote. 
50 — a — 

100 — S — 

200 — T — 

400 — -- 

SOO — 0 — 

1,600 _ 7 — 

S,000 — 8 — 

0,000 — 9 — 

12,000 — 10 



1'hat proxies should have half the number 
c)l‘ votes, imiess where a father or brotiier 
happens to be appointed, in which case the 
proxy is to vote as if the proprietor. 



A majority of votes to have ])ower to lay on a tax not exceeding five per cent. 

on the value of every tenement. , 

Two-thirds in number of vote.s to lay on a tax not exceeding 10 per cent. 

The unanimous vote of all attending, and not less than halt the ninnber or 
persons entitled to vote, to be made necessary ibr any Irigher rate of assess- 

persons to pay according to their resiiecLtve present interests, (through 
the occupying teuaiiL,) whether landlord, mortgagee, jointure, rent-charge- 

owner, or otherwise. , . . , i 1 ^ 

The value of each tenement to tie considered as il is valued, 01 may be tiom 
time to time, by tlie existing law relative to ])arish cess. 

The annna! meeting of proprietors to appoint deacons m each parish, with 
separate districts, comprising from 50 to 100 tamdies, of a I desciiptions. 
The.se deacons to act as almoners to the proprietors, witli or without sa!a)>. 

The deacons to make themselves acquainted with the habits, ciicmnstances, 
means of living, and condnet, of all persons m their 

particularly of those who may be supposed in any degree likely to become 

"'^■^The dtacmis'^to'nieet monthly, together with any of the proprietors that thmk 
fit to attend; they should then consider the new, and reconsider the old, 
daimaiits on their fnmls; acting under the direction given at the annual me.t- 

‘"hl’ilrapSrthat the preamble to the Act should recommend some of the 

nor private charity can permanently better thecon- 

'tVilflt’nn li;S“ pnide„ce alone that all classes of 

tirthat charity supplies should be extended to any 
who arc able and do not labour, however small the remuneiation may be. 

riitse ’who rSeive assistance from the funds of chanty should not be 
enabled to have more of the comforts of life than the poorest of those vho 
support themselves by their own industry. av arri- 

3. That persons disabled from earning for 

dents, lunatics, blind, very old or very young who 

titute ot natural connexions in a state of independenc , } P P 

mrS;‘’m:rimprovident marriages are the greatest source of 

T^That those charities that have in ™w the impim— 

their moral ami religions character, or in hnow e g uherallv supported 

which they can better their own condition, “ InfJnfiefS 

An appial to the quarter sessions in case anything is done unclei this Act 

contrary to the true intention. . nf nronrie- 

This^plan, with the exception that part wh.d^ 
tors only, may be deemed compulsorj, lia report^of its success in one 

results in various parishes since tin. yeai Ib-b. to the nre- 

parish was printed in the year lS2(i, and qmn-terly P™ 

sent time (December 18.3i2), stating the receipts and p„m the 

- This plan will not give the poor any legal da m. "LXvXnta v (thus 
wealthier classes of thS community to paupers will be peifectly volunta.M^ 
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preserving the double blessing*). The givers of the diarity will Jiave the appoint- 
ment and entire control over the persons whom they entrust as their almoners 
in the distribution, and previous enquiry. 

It is generally found that absence and thoughtless disinclination to make the 
necessary inquiry, rather than selfish parsimony, prevents giving due relief to 
the helpless poor. .. 

The proposed law would induce all ranks, possessed of a moderate compe- 
tence, to meet for the purpose of inquiry into the suffering from poverty, and 
the causes of snch poverty, amongst their neighbours. 

The smallness of each district, being but a parish, would best prevent jobbing, 
or a misapplication of the funds. 

The respective characters and wants of the poor being thus brought forward 
together, would be some check to idleness and vice, common sources of 
poverty ; and would, it is thought, at the same time, produce as much assistance 
for the poor as sound policy, with a view only to their advantage, would dic- 
tate, though perfectly voluntary as between rich and poor. 

William Trench. 

Cangort Park, near Roscrea, Dec. 1832. 



— 3. — 

A Plan for the Relief and Lessening of Pauperism. 

The importance and the difficulty of relieving distress witliout increasing its 
amount by encouraging idleness, have been the subject of daily increasing 
thought and observation ; and since the exercise of the most self-sacrificing 
benevolence, unguided by sound principles, must prove nugatory, if not in- 
jurious, we subjoin a few principles, which have been generally admitted by 
those writers who have most deeply and successfully studied the subject, and 
upon a strict adherence to which must depend the success of tiie plan herein 
proposed. 

Principles : 

1. That neither public nor private charity can permanently ameliorate the 
condition of the poor, by pecuniary assistance. 

2. That it is only on their own industry and prudence that all classes of 
society must ultimately depend. 

3. That no portion of the funds of charity should be extended to any who 
can, but do not labour, however small the remuneration. 

4f. That those who receive assistance from charitable funds should not be 
enabled to have more of the necessaries or comforts of life, than the poorest of 
those who support themselves by their own industry. 

5. That persons disabled by .sickness or accidents from earning for them- 
selves, lunatics, blind, very old or very young, who are at the same time 
destitute of natural connexions and relations in a state of independence, are 
the only proper objects of public charity. 

6. That early and improvident marriages are the greatest source of poverty. 

7- That charities which have in view the improvement of the character of 

the poor, in a moral, religious, or worldly view, enabling them to help them- 
selves, as schools, hospitals, &c., cannot be too liberally supported. 

The following plan, founded upon the above principles, has been success- 
fully adopted in the parish of Cloghjordan since the year 1823, and in many 
other Irish parishes within a later period. In every instance, the subject being 
brought into notice and supported by one person of leading situation or pro- 
perty in the parish, has been found sufficient for carrying the plan into effect, 
funds have never in such a case been wanting, as it is thoughtlessness or dis- 
inclination to make the necessary inquiries, rather than selfish parsimony, which 
prevents the affluent from giving sufficiently to relieve the helpless poor. 

To create a fund for the weekly relief of those wliom unavoidable circum- 
stances render deserving claimants upon public charity, it is proposed to submit 

the 



* It is twice blessed, 

II blessetli him that gives, and him that takes. — Shakspeare. 
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the following plan for the consideration and subscription of those who derive 

income from the parish of 

the principal of whom are, 



The parish should be divided into districts containing about 100 houses of 
rich and poor, more or less than that number according as townlands or other 
local circumstances suggest. To each of these districts a deacon should be 
appointed. 

All the deacons, and as many contributors to the charity as will attend, 
should, with open doors, meet once a month to deliberate upon the best distri- 
bution of the funds on the principles before stated. 

The most considerable contributor, or rather the person most convinced of 
the truth of the principles, will be the best chairman. The chairman should 
have no district of his own, but should act as judge and arbitrator of claims ; 
he should keep a book ruled in columns for, the district and deacon the 
name of the pauper, the nature of his or her claim, and the amount of 
payment for each month. 

A treasurer should be appointed at the first meeting, who should have 
a duplicate of tile chairman’s book, which is to be his authority for giving 
weekly the sum agreed upon at the monthly meeting. 

Tlie treasurer should also keep a common debtor and creditor account, 
making himself debtor for the collection given to him by the churchw’ardens, 
subscribers, &c. ; and creditor for the payments ordered at the monthly meet- 
ings, showing at each meeting the balance in his hands ; and a quarterly account 
of the expenditure shoidd be printed and sent to each contributor. 

The first consideration at each meeting should be, the amount of the funds 
in liands, and the next, what sum it may be expedient to give away during the 
ensuing month ; after which the claims of each individual upon the list of each 
deacon should be considered by the meeting; any new claimants proposed iDy 
the deacon ; their wants and characters discussed and compared ; and the 



names discontinued of those who are found no longer to require assistance. 

In case of any accident, the deacon will be expected to advance a srnall sum 
of his own, the occasion for which he should describe at the next meeting, and 
if his conduct be then approved, such sum should be refunded to him. _ 

Persons of business, or farmers of from 50 to 100 acres, are found most eligi- 
ble as deacons ; but first, they should be satisfied that the duties of the office 
would not infringe too much upon their time. ludependentl}’’ of attendance at 
the monthly meeting, two or three hours in a month will be found sufficient after 
they have made themselves acquainted with the character and circumstances of 
all the labouring poor in their respective districts, which is the deacons fiist 
duty, and which may occupy him for a day or two at the beginning. 

Tliey must next be convinced of the truth of the principles beiore laid down ; 
and their consent to undertake the charge, and their eligibility lor the situation 
being thus ascertained, the duties of the office should be thus explained. 

The deacon of each district is to make, for his own use, a list of the families ; 
the numbers which each contains ; tlieir means and mode of living ; their moral 
conduct; their connexions by birth and marriage ; the number able and unab e 
to labour, &c. He is kindly but firmly to admonish tiie idle and the vicious, 
showing them that while their characters continue such, neither they nor those 
who are dependent on them can be allowed any portion of the parish chanty tuna. 

He is to point out that respectability is not confined to any station of hie, and 
that he who with prudence and foresight supports his family by his own exer- 
tions is a far more respectable and honourable character than lie who lives upon 
the charity of others. , , , 

He i.s to show them how they may provide work for themselves, impiessii g 
upon them that however small the wages may be, they ought to woi , ge mg 
the best hire they can, but working for the lowest rather than be id e , a 
they ought to offer their services at public or private works at a lower ra e 
than they have been in the habit of receiving, if they cannot get the same or a 
higher rate; that the price the employer can give with profit 
seldom much lower than what he has lately given, and that as ® ^^5 ‘: 
reluctance in offering a lower rate, he must, when markets aie a ing, 
solicited by the reduced offer of the workman ; and that when markets ^ 

the workman may demand higher wages, and if refused, goto anothei emp ^ 
270. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PLANS FOR RELIEF OF HELPLESS POOR, 



who under these circumstances will gladly give him employment; that the 
farmei” or manufacturer who will. employ no. more men at a certain price, proves 
that he does not think he can employ them .with profit at that rate ; though at 
the same time he.may.be willing to employ. an unlimited number at some- 
what less hire, knowing that the subject on which they are employed will 
then pay and yield him a profit besides. 

Ifihe deacon feels tbe truth of the principles, he will find various ways of 
applying them in his admonitions, according to local circumstances; he will 
prove to the poor tlie necessity of lowering their terms, or working better, to 
enable those who employ them to do so with advantage, and in consequence, 
permanently; that however little tlic reward of their labour may be, it is 
something towards their maintenance, gives them the best claim on their 
wealthier neighbours, and secures for them rather tlum prevents an increased 
hire, when circumstances over which neither they nor their employers liave any 
control, will permit ; but that any assistance given them merely for employ- 
ment, and attended with loss in the manufacture, is injudicious, as it cannot be 
of steady continuance, ami injures the poor unassisted rival tradesman. 

Want of employment is an evil very generally complained of. Himmn labour 
does not, like merchandize, go quickly to tlic place in which it is most in 
demand, because happily there are now no merchants dealing in it, and it has 
only the w’eak tendency lo find its way to the best market which corn would 
have were there no com merchants. The deacon shoiikl, therefore, explain to 
his poor ; 1st, The nature of the pripciple which takes, or tends continually to 
take, all transferable articles to the place where tlicy are most in demand, and 
w'ill consequently bring the highest price ; 2dly, The obstacles which prevent 
the free operation of this principle upon labour; and, 3dly, The advantages 
arising from overcoming these difficiilties, and by a judicious change of place, 
transferring their labour from a bad to a good market. 

A young unmarried man can earn two or three fold the amount necessary 
for his own maintenance according to the usage of his class in this country. 
Half a year’s saving of this surjilus may enable him to go well clad to England; 
there he may in a lew months realize a sufficient sum to enable him to seek his 
fortune in America, where one-fourth of his earnings will exceed his necessary 
expenses and thi.s, wherever found, is wealth and ample independence. 

Were the ease and advantages of emigration thus set forth, and the apparent 
accompanying difficulties obviated, the lower class of young Irishmen would 
emigrate in much greater numbers than they do at present, and thus far inde- 
pendence and comfort would be .substituted for that wretchedness which gene- 
rally attends the Irishman’s usual course of marrying early, and consequently 
dividing w'ith a family that surplus of his own maintenance which in the first 
years of manhood might have constituted the foundation of his wealth, but 
which is barely sufficient to maintain a family in extreme penury. 

Nor is the advantage confined to the emigrators ; for the same work being 
left at home for fewer to execute, will receive higher payment. 

The deacon’s most difficult task will be a kind and patient investigation of the 
causes of distress, accompanied by a steady determination not to give pecuniary 
assistance where sound policy points out that it should be withlield. 

Dr. Chalmers, in the Repoi L of the management of the poor in his parisli in 
Glasgow, mentions his refusing support to the destitute families of two run- 
away husbands, and states, as the consequence, that in one case the husband 
returned to the family, in the other the family went to the husband. Dr. Chal- 
mers thinks that neither of the men would have been heard of, had any portion 
of the parish funds been ajiplied to the support of the deserted families. 

The circumstances of the poor are continually changing ; and the relief of 
casual, temporary distress is a far more legitimate employment of public charity 
than the relief ot mere poverty. A small donation may, without interfering 
with the independence of the receiver, materially alleviate such accidental dis- 
tress; whereas the largest sum given to those whose only claim is poverty, and 
without adverting to its cause, is considered by the best writers and most able 
Statesmen as more productive of evil than of good. 

It has often been observed that neither the annuitant of a gentleman, nor the 
person on our parish poor list, eyer emerges froni that degrading situation ; and 
the cause is obvious. They think that their pov'erLy forms their title to their 
little freehold e.state, and this title they fail not lo preserve in full force. But 

this 
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this is by no means the case where assistance is given by neighbours, friends, or 
relations, whose eye is a check to idleness and imprudence. 

It is the indolent, the imprudent, and the vicious, or their families, who gene- 
rally apply for charity, and such persons will be much less inclined to apply to 
one whom they know to be acquainted with their respective characters, than to 
those whom they generally petition, and with whom they succeed, not according 
to their merit, but according to their skill and ingenuity in the art of begging. 

In many instances where benevolent persons, seeing the apparent wants of 
the poor, have been induced to supply them with clothing, fuel, food, blankets, 
&c.,^these articles have been exchanged for whisky or tea, and the writer 
could recount many cases of very ridiculous frauds of this description practised 
upon benevolent ladies. Whereas the character of the applicant being repre- 
sented and fully discussed among a class of persons who are the least liable to 
be imposed upon, forms the most effectual safeguard against a misapplication of 
the funds ; and by giving money where unavoidable cause of poverty exists, it 
becomes a ticket for whatever the unfortunate poor feel to be most needful j and 
on this point the receiver, and not the giver of charity, is the only competent 
ludge. In the proposed system there is also another means of detecting impo- 
sitimi,' which has been found practically very efticacious, and which arises from 
an apparent evil, namely, the limited and moderate sum to be distributed. This 
causes competition, competition causes inquiry, and inquiry elicits truth. The 
deacon applying for relief for A in his district, knows something of the character 
of B or C in whose behalf a similar sum is demanded by a brother deacon, and 
in order to establish the superior claims of his client, willingly exposes every 
error or mis-statemeut made by his rival ; the merits of both cases are compared 
and freely discussed by the meeting; vice and idleness are generally detected, 
while the fairer claim is admitted, and thus charity, as it were, m self defence. 

In this way those who are willing to devote a large portion of their time and 
attention to the cause of charity, can do so with increased benefit. The view o 
the circumstances of the poor obtained from themselves at their own houses wil 
be corrected at the monthly meetings by persons acquainted with their leai 
character, and thereby the danger of benevolence being hardened into inditter- 

etice by repeated imposition will be lessened. . • . .1 „ 

Were this system generally adopted in Ireland, it mi^ht perhaps obviate the 
necessity for any system of legislative parochial relief ; and under this im- 
pression many persons have been led to approve of the proposed plan from an 
apprehension kst any poor law, ® 

imght, by being practically infringed upon (as in England,) or by being added 
to in a season of popular commotion, become a source of injury and demoiali- 

zation to the lower classes of society. , ■ . 1 u,,i 

There is nothing showy in this plan, no parade of the objects benefited, but 
itsidvantages consist in L inducing persons of differeiU ranks to join for the 
accomplishment of the same desirable object, and to contubute, accordin 
to circumstances, either their time and labour, or their purse, and abstract 
knowledge upon a subject so difficult and till lately so little understood, 
reheving^distress without encouraging idleness or causing poverty ; 
helpless*^ poor to have nearly as much of the comforts of life as the poorest of 
those^ hrask not charity /avoiding that jobbing which is so common where 
buying or selling is connected with the relief of the poor; 
m<ie than four m- five hours in a month on the time of any person engaged ir. 

carrying it into effect. WiUiml Trench. 

Cangort Park, Roscrea, February 183*. 



Quarterly Account of Kibnore and DoUa Poors’ Fund. 



Principles : a 

1 . That none of the funds that charity supplies should ^1= 

who are able and do not labour, however small the remuneration J 

2. That those who receive assistance from of 

enabled to have more of the necessaries or comforts of life than po 

those who support themselves by their own industry. ^ Xhat 

inted image Si^fflsed by the University of Southampton Library [ 
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10 PLANS FOR RELIEF OF HELPLESS POOR, 

3. That persons disabled from earning for themselves by sickness or accidents 
lunatics, blind, very old or very young, who are at the same time destitute of 
natural connexions and relations, are the only proper objects of public 
chaj'ity. 



THE TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 



Dr. 



Poors’ Fund : 



1832: 
Nov. . 



- u 

- iB 



To Account Book - 
To Printing - 
Donations, weekly - 
Donations 
Donations, weekly - 
Ditto ... 
Extra Donations 
■■ 25 Weekly Donations 
Dec. 2 To weekly ditto 
— To extra ditto 

To weekly ditto - 
To ditto 
To ditto 
To ditto 



£. s. 

- 7 

- 15 

t 6 



- 10 



~ 9 

- 16 

- 23 

- 30 



6 

1 6 

- 5 

1 6 

2 15 

- 6 
2 15 
2 16 
2 15 
2 15 



1833: 

Jan. 6 To weekly Donations 
— Extra ditto - 
13 To weekly ditto 
To ditto 
To ditto 
To Book 

To Printer - . . 

Balance on hand ending 
this date . 



- ao 



- 3 13 



£•35 3 9 



1832 : 
Nov. 4 



Cash from Lord Dunally is 
Ditto from Lady Dunally 5 
Ditto from W. Trench, 2 
Esq. 

From Rev. Dean Holmes 2 
Ditto Mr. Holmes 



d. 

10 ~ 



- - 10 - 



Ditto Lady Haywarden- 
Ditto Hon. Wm. Saurin 



4 


From Silvermines Church 
collection. 


‘ 9 


7 


11 


Ditto - 


. 


. 


- 9 




- 18 


Ditto - 


_ 


. 


- 7 


G 


- 28 


Ditto - 






- 7 


6 


Dec. Q 


Ditto - 


. 


. 


- 9 


8 


- i6 


Ditto - 


. 


. 


- 4 


11 


- 23 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- 8 


4 


- 30 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


1 n 


4 


1833 : 


Jan. 13 


Ditto - 


. 


_ 


- 3 


6 


- 27 


Ditto - 




- 


- 12 


5 



£•35 3 9 



Thos. Gleesoa 
(Owen) 



Paupers’ Names. 



Ambrose Kyte 



T. Brindly 
Henry Rrindly 



Patt. Canning - 
Dan Darcy 
Honor M'Koagh 
Jony Ward 
John Burke 
Nancy Kennedy 
Catherine Ryan - 
Mary Kennedy - 
Bridget Darcy - 
Widow Hall 
Dennis Maher - 
'Vidow Gleeson • 
Widow Huit 
Maiy Kennedy - 



Patt. Fitzpatrick 
Patt. Gleeson • 



TimoUjy Dwyer 
Matt. Ryan 



Pat. Reedy 
Matt. Ryan 
Mary Hurly 
George Woods, 
and sister. 

Michael Hanly - 
Michael Ryan - 
Mary Kennedy - 
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Weekly Allowance. 



old and bedridden 
five young children - 
80 years old - 
old and helpless 
in fever . - » 

old and blind - 
old and helpless 
old and blind - 
old and helpless 
- ditto - 
bedridden 

blind and bedridden - 
old - 

sickly child, unable to 
work. 

live children, unable 
to work. 

six children, unable to 
work. 



blind, self and wife, 
threehelpless children, 
old and helpless 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

one leg, old and help- 
less. 

cripple - 

six children, badheallh 



5. d, 

1 - 



- 6 
2 6 

- 6 



- 6 

- 6 

- 6 



“ 6 
- 6 



- 6 

1 6 



Dona- 

tions. 



6 - 
4 6 
15 6 

4 6 



6 6 
17 6 
1 4 



AND LESSENING PAUPERISM IN IRELAND. 



Daacons’ Names. 



Andrew Ryan - 



Watliew Mills - 



Jos. Kyte 



Rev. Mr. Quin* 
livan. 



Thomas Pretty 



John Gleeson * 



John Kennedy 



Judy Kennedy - 

George Carr 
Widow Donohoe 

Widow Hogan - 
John tlughes - 

Widow Woods - 
Marg. Dermody 
James llyan 
Bridget Meehan 
Judy Kelly 
Widow Ryan 
Palt. Martin 
Michael Hall - 
Michael Bryan - 
Jer. Bryan 
Widow Hara 
Honor Traliil - 
Widow Gleeson 
Pat. Gleeson 
Martin Harty - 
Martin Brien - 

James Colleen - 

Widow Quin 
Widow Baynoe - 

Widow Sheel - 
James Brien 
Patt. Conway - 
Widow Burns - 
Timotliy Hanly - 
Widow Gleeson - 
Hana Hays 
Widow Coonly - 

Bridget Gleeson 
Widow Parrel - 
Biddy M'Keward 
Marg. Quirk 
John Fitiucane - 
Marg. Tuck 
Molly Rankin - 
James Kennedy 
Widow Douglass 
James Morrisson 
Marg. Donohoe 
Dennis Burns - 
Mary Carroll - 
Widow Lahy 
John Gleeson - 
Tlios. Fitzgerald 
Widow Gennane 
Ph. Shanahan - 
Widow Coonly 
Thomas Gleeson 
William Dillon - 
Patt. Hallinao - 

Patt. M‘Mahon - 

Michael Neil 
Michael Gleeson 
Catty Hanly 
Mary Walsh 
Thomas Rinula - 

Widow Rowan - 



young 



sickly, and 
child, 
old and helpless 
cld and helpless, in 
C- list. 

foolish, four children 
old and helpless, four 
children. 

three young children 
aged and rheumatic - 
very old, childish 
scrofula, three children 
widow, blind - 
five young children - 
feeble - 
sickly - 

self and wife cripples - 
blind and cripple 
old, paralytic - 
old and crippled 
sickly - 
dumb, sickly - 
old and helpless 
sickly, and seven 
children. 

old, lame, two young 
children. 

helpless - - - 

old, helpless, and 
sickly. 

- ditto - 

five children under lO 
helpless - 
old and helpless 
five young children • 
two young children - 
old, helpless - 
old, and on the poor- 
list. 

deranged 
three children • 
cripple - - - 

old and deaf - 
past labour 
old and helpless 
four young cliildren - 
five ditto - 
old, helpless 

- ditto - 

self, blind - • 

old and helpless 
ou Christmas list 

- ditto - 

lame, three children - 
. sickly, four children - 
weak, industrious 
sickly, six children - 
old and very poor 
poor - 

blind, two sons 
falling sickness, four 
children. 

four children, unable 
to work, 
tliree children - 
blind - - 

old and helpless 
in fever - - 

old, helpless, three 
daughters, 
deaf 

£. 



L 7 4l« 7 

■ttntf 



Weekly Allowaoce. 


Dona* 


I'olal 
in the 
Quarter. 


H.,. 


Dec. 






d. 


s. 


d. 


s. 


d. 


s. d. 


5. 


d. 




6 




- 


- 


9 


■ • 


10 


- 


1 


_ 




_ 


_ 


9 


- - 


12 






- 




' 


- 


4 


- - 


1 


4 




_ 


_ 


8 


_ 


8 


- - 


6 


- 




- 


- 


to 


- 


8 


- - 


6 


lO 








8 


_ 


8 


- _ 


6 


_ 




. 




6 


_ 


6 


- 


4 


6 






_ 


8 


_ 


8 


- 


6 


— 




_ 


_ 


8 


_ 


8 


. 


6 


- 


_ 


6 




6 


- 


6 


- - 


6 


G 




_ 




G 




_ 


- 


1.^ 


6 




G 




6 


- 


6 


- 


b 


6 


_ 


6 




- 


- 


9 


- 


lO 


- 








_ 


— 


0 




12 


- 


_ 






10 


- 




- 


10 


2 




6 


_ 


6 


- 


6 


- 


6 


6 








6 


_ 


6 


- - 


4 


6 


_ 


_ 


_ 


G 




6 


- 


4 


6 


_ 


G 




6 


- 


6 


- - 


6 


G 


- 


10 




10 


~ 


8 


- - 


lO 


2 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


9 


• • 


12 


“ 


- 


6 


- 


6 


- 


G 


- - 


6 


6 


_ 


6 




_ 


_ 


4 


- - 


3 


4 




4 


- 


4 


- 


4 


' ■ 


4 


4 


_ 


4 


_ 


4 


- 


4 


- - 


4 


4 






.1 




- 


P 


- 


12 


“ 


_ 


6 


_ 


6 


— 


b 


- 


6 


G 


_ 


6 








- 


* - 


- 


6 


_ 


lO 


_ 


lO 


- 




- 


10 


2 


_ 


. 




6 


_ 


6 


- 


4 


6 


. 


. 


_ 


6 


_ 


6 


- 


4 


6 


- 




- 


6 


- 


6 


* - 


4 


6 










_ 






12 


- 




6 




6 


- 


G 


- - 


6 


6 










— 


P 


- 


12 


- 




6 




6 




6 


- - 


6 


6 


1 




1 


- 


- 


9 


- - 


12 


- 






— 




— 


4 


- 


4 


4 


. 




_ 


10 


— 


8 






10 


_ 


lO 


- 


10 


_ 


8 


- 


10 


2 


. 


_ 


1 


_ 


— 


q 


- 




— 








8 


_ 


8 


- 


6 


— 




. 


_ 


6 




6 


- 


4 


6 


_ 


_ 


_ 


6 


- 


6 


- - 


4 


() 


. 


. 


. 


- 


- 


4 


- - 


1 


4 


_ 


. 


_ 


_ 


— 


4 


-• - 




4 


. 


. 


_ 


10 


- 


3 


- - 




10 


_ 






_ 


— 


9 


- 




“ 




_ 


_ 


6 


— 


6 


- 


4 


6 


. 






_ 


- 


6 


- - 


7 


- 






. 


. 


~ 


4 


- - 


I 


4 




. 


- 




- 


4 


- 


I 


4 


. 


. 


1 


_ 


_ 


9 


5 - 


13 


- 


- 




•1 


- 


■- 


9 


5 - 


^3 




. 


- 


- 


6 


- 


6 


- - 


4 


6 








6 


_ 


6 


. _ 


4 


6 




. 




8 


1 


_ 


- - 


12 


4 








6 


_ 


-6 


_ 


4 


6 








6 




V 


_ 


31 


6 




- 




■io 


- 


8 


■' - 


6 


10 


- 


- 


- 


e 


- 


6 


- - 


4 


6 
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PLANS FOR RELIEF OF HELPLESS POOR, 



ACCOUNT of the Poors’ Fund of the Parishes of Kinnitty , Utter and Ros~ 

comroCf for the Second Half of the Second Year of the Institution ; viz. 

from 1 September 1837 to 1 March 1838. 

Principles : 

1. That none of the funds of public charity should be extended to any who 
are able, but do not labour, however small the remuneration. 

2. That those w’ho receive assistance from public charity should not be 
enabled to have more of the necessaries and comforts of life than the poorest 
of those who support themselves by their own industry. 

3. That persons disabled from earning for themselves by sickness or acci- 
dents, lunatics, blind, very old, or very young, who are at the same time desti- 
tute of natural connexions and relations, are the only proper objects of public 
charity. 

4. That no religious distinction be made, but that persons leading vicious or 
immoral lives, or harbouring persons of bad character, shall be debarred from 
receiving assistance from the funds of public charity. 



Subscribers’ Names for the Year commencing 1 March 1837. 





£. 


s. 


d. 




£. 


s. d. 


Lady C. Beinaid - 


- 10 


- 


- 


G. Robbins, esq. - 


1 


- _ 


T. Bernard, esq. - 


- 10 


- 


- 


T. Manifold, esq. - 


- 1 


_ _ 


Loi'd Rossmore 


- 5 


- 


- 


J. Pepper, esq. 




10 - 


W. Trench, esq. 


- 5 


- 


- 








J. A. Drought, esq. 


2 


2 


- 




39 


14 - 


Rev. J. Travers 


- 1 


1 


- 


y^nnual Church Collec- 


D, Manifold, esq. - 
Rev. J. Edmondson 


1 

1 


1 


- 


tions, about 


1 20 


6 -- 


Captain Smyth 
J. Robbins, esq. - 


1 

- 1 


- 




Total - - 


£. 60 





Captaik Drovght, Treasurer and Secretary. 
Half-Year's Account : 



£. s. d. 

TO balancein hands from last account 3 la 9 
To amount of subscriptions received 13 iv — 
To church collections from 1 August 
to 1 March 1838 - - - is 7 3 

To cash returned unexpended - . — 1 _ 

To donation from F. Freeman, esq. - - 5 _ 



Total - - £.28 17 - 



O. £. s. d. 

BY payments to poor, as per annexed 
list 27 13 6 

By balance in hands to next ac- 
count - - . 136 



Total - . £.28 17 - 



D^ £. 

TO balance in hands from last account - 
To amount of subscriptions received 30 
To churcli collections - - - 21 

To cash returned expended - - - 

To cash drawn from Birr Savings’ 
Bank ------ 5 

To donations - - - . . _ 



Year’s Account : 
s. d. I 



Total - - £.57 6 10 



BY amount of payments to poor 
By balance in hands to next account 



- £.57 ^ 



£. s. 

Due by Lord Rossmore, from 1 March 

1837 5 _ 

Due by W. Trench, esq., from 1 Sep- 
tember 1837 - - - • 3 10 

Due by J. A. Drought, esq. from 1 
September 1837 - - - - i 1 



£. f. d. 

Due by G. Robbins, esq., from 1 Sep- 
tember 1837 - . - _ - 10 - 

Due by J. Pepper, esq., from i 
March 1837 - - - - - 10 - 



The subscriptions due for the last, as well as for the ensuing, half-year, are reouested to be paid 
m to the Treasurer. > 'i 

I have examined the Accounts, and find them to be correct, 

John Trnvers. 
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and lessening pauperism in IRELAND. 



1 1 WEEKLY PAYMENTS. 



H. Manifold, esq. ■yvidow Murray - in fever 
John M‘Can - 70 y^^rs 



Peggy Bracken - eight children 
■William Mooney rheumatic 



.. 1 










utembei 

Weeks. 


II 


1 ^ 


H 






o -«■ 


m la 


0 wx 


-i-f 


5 . d. 


s. d. 


s. d. 


s. d. 


s. s. 


- 7 


- 7 


- 7 


- 7 


- 7 






. . 


_ 6 


- 6 


- 5 


- 5 


- 5 


- 5 


- 5 


4 - 


4 - 


5 ~ 


6 - 


6 - 


- 6 


- 6 


- 6 


- 6 


- 6 


- 8 


- 8 


- 8 


_ 8 


- 8 


- G 


- 6 


- 6 


- 6 


- 6 




- - 


- 6 


• ' 


• ' 



Castletown - Anno English - 'vidow, with Wo 
children. 



- 10 - 10 - 10 - 10 

i-i-i-i- 



E. S. Ormsby, Guilfoyle - diseased and de'i-^"^"^” 

esq- crepid. 

Widow Maher - for brother’s two - ' j; ^ J 

orphans. —,^9074 7 4 7 4 C 



Kinnitty - - Betty Meara 

Re..J.Ea™nd- Sg-n 

Mary Molloy - 
Mrs. Armstrong 
Catherine Doyle 



Rose Flaherty • 
Mary Dunne - 
Thomas Woods ■■ 



lame & paralytic 
stomach complaint 
Go years of age - 
rheumatic - 
very old - 
deaf, old £c help- 
less. 

old and helpless 
diseased - 
asthmatic - 



Billjshnwn - Widow Kearney 80 years of nge - 
11 IT n Widow Gleeson idiot daughter 



6 - 6 - 6 



Mr.Hipwell. yyidow Porkinson 75 yw* ‘ ' 'S 

Nancy Laurence 70 years of age - 



Nancy Laurence 
Widow Scully - 
Widow Bergin - 



80 years of age - 
78 years of age 
and sickly, 
old and paralytic 



- 10 dead. - - - - 

_ 8 _ 8 - 8-8 
-G-G-6-6 



0 - 6 - 6 



,15 4 >9 ’ 



Tulla . - Daniel -Whelan - CrippleofSoycars S _ e 

r ■- I 8 - 8 



r V lu- lligney - 0]^ and sickly - j 

O. Kobbins, esq. widow Higoey - old anrl feeble _ - 
Widow Grady - six helpless chil- 1 



G - 6 - 6 - 6 
6 - 6 - 6 - 6 
8 - 8 - 8 - 8 
. . . - 6 - 6 



■ ; - - -I - - 

8 6 8 I 8 4 I 6 8 8 8 | t° 8 



Longford - Widow Cearey - five young 
dren. 



chil- - 6 - 6 



Mr.D.Mitchcll. widow CoB'ey - husband ark - 

Bettv Berry - three helpless - 

oMldren. r_6-6-6-''I- 

WidowHyan - five daughters - - » ^ 

9 ^ 9 4 n 8 9 4 9 4 
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PLANS FOR RELIEF OF HELPLESS POOR, 



District and 
Deacons’ Names. 



Boherafuca, 

Mr. W. Crawley, 



Cause of Poveriy. 



Tho. King & wife 
Marg. Williams - 
Catherine Neil - 
JeremiahWilliam; 



each about 76 



bit by an ass 



WEEKLY PAYMENTS. 


Q 


sS 

U3 vjt 


l| 

o'^ 


■fij 


December, 
4 ^V'ceks. 


1 January, 
4 Weeks. 


jl 


s. d. 

- 4 

- 6 

- 4 
1 - 


"to tj- 
.4 1 1 1 1 


s. d. 

- 4 

- G 

- 4 

- 4 


s. d. 

- 4 

- 6 

- 4 

- 4 


*•. d. 


s. d. 


t. d. 
5 - 


8 8 


6 . 


7 G 


- 


- - 




5 - 
>9 “ 


3 15 4 


3 J 2 sj 4 3 4 


4 


5 i4 -• 


35 ? 



Ditto by Mr. IMitcliell 
Ditto liy Mr. Crawley 



ditto 

ditto 



■fOTAL 



t. s. i 
~ 5 8 
- 8 6 

- 5 8 

J3 4 
1 13 s 
24 8 - 

- 5 - 

12 8 







‘ iQ 10 


Total - - 


- £. 


27 13 G 



is inongm e.Tpeuient to print and distribute this and similar reports, at short intervals, for the sati^fnTZTTT* 
scnbers, but more parUcularly to enable the public to compare and point out any misapplication of tLS« 
with the pinciples first staled, in order that any abuse may be corrected at the monliily meeting that takes nlacp 
door, », tho hour of two, tho first Monday in'oaoh month, rvl.oo tho insnoctors TtS to Tn! 

cases that may occur, and to re-coiisiJcr each of the former objects of charity. represent any ncty 



• 6. 



Account of the Poous' Fund of the Paiish of for the Second 

Quarter of the Thirteenth Year of the Institution j viz. Juh^, Auo-ust’and 

September, 1835. * ’ 

Principles. 

1. Tliat none of the funds ofpublic charity should be extended to any who 

ai*e able and do not labour, however small the remuneration. ^ 

2. That those who receive assistance from the funds of public charity should 
not be enabled to have more of the necessaries or comforts of life than the 
poore^ ot those who support themselves by tlieir own industry. 

3. That persons disabled from earning for themselves bv sickness or 

accidents, lunatics blind, very old or very young, who are at the same time 
pSlic connexions and relations, are the only proper objects of 

4. That no religious distinction be made, but that persons leading vicious or 
immoral hves, or harbouring persons of bad character, shall be debarred from 
receiving assistance from the funds of this charity 



SuBsciuBERs’ Names for the year commencing April 1, 1835. 
hon. LordDunally - £.34 10 I Rev. F. F.Trench ’ - £6 

William Trench, Esq. - . 5 - | Win. Stewart Trench, Esq. 4 



Mr. J. Hopgins, Treasurei-, in Account with the Poor: 



£. 



1835: 

1 July - To Balance in Treasurer’s 
hands, as in last account, 
endingi July ,835 - 4 5 7 

— Church collections from 

1 July to i October 1835 i? n JO 
— Donation within this quar- 
ter - . . . 7 _ _ 

- Donations through Mr. 

Pyke not applied - - _ 5 _ 



1 Oct. 



£.89 



£, e. d. 

October. By Cash paid for printing 

twelve months’ reports - 1 14 10 

— Payments to poor, through 
the several deacons (as per 



annexed list) - 
Balance in hands 



3 8 
3 



£.29 2 5 



£. 12 5 



Due by Lord Dunally - 

Rev. F. F. Trench - - 3 

W.S.Trench.esq. - - 2 

Church collections for six months, 
ending April 1836, supposed same 

as msameperiodlastyear - -35 

Balance in hands, as above - - 2 



Total fornext six months, the remain- 
der of year, ending 1 April 1836, £.54 8 11 

We have evannmecl the above account, and find it, to be correct, Mota-i F„ie. Ben. JWmi. 
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AND LESSENING PAUPERISM IN IRELAND. i,5 



— 






Weekly Allowance. 




TOT.tL 


District and 
Deacons’ Names. 


Paupers’ Names. 


Cause of Poverty. 


A 




• 2.3 


1 


Quarter. 














D 




Stoney 

Mr. John Gaynov. 


Widow Ralph - 
William Quinlan 
Widow Donnelan 
Catherine Tobin 
Widow Kennedy 
Widow Sheppard 
Widow Mason - 


about 80 years of age 

- ditto 

about 60 years of age 

- ditto 
helpless family 

- ditto 

about 70 years old 


4 . d. 
I - 

- 9 

- 6 
- 6 

- 9 

- 6 
- 6 


a. d. 
1 - 

- 6 

- G 

- 9 

- 6 
- 6 


s. d, 

- 9 

- 6 
- 6 
- 9 


s. d. 
3 6 


£. 4 . tl 
- 12 - 

- 3 9 

- G G 

- C G 

- 13 3 
~ 4 
-46 








4 6 


3 9 


2 6 


3 6 


an - 


Burntwood - 

Mr. H. Allen. 


Widow Colbert - 
John Jenkins - 
Widow Lewis - 
John Armstrong 


helpless family 
aged 75 years 
- 60 - 

obstruction ofbowels 


1 3 

- 9 

- t) 


1 3 

- 9 

- G 


1 - 

- 6 

- 6 


5 - 


- 1,5 3 

- 8 9 

- G G 








2 G 


2 G j 


2 - 


■’ - 


1 15 « 


Cowbawn - 
Mr.'fhos.Williams. 


Widow llynn - 
James Henly 
— Mooney 


aged Go years 
- 70 - 
paid for collin 


- 9 

- 9 


- 9 


- 9 

- 9 


6 - 


- 9 9 

- 10 -I 

- 6 - 








1 6 


: 1 9 


; * ® 


6 - 


1 G 6 


Knockoacree 
Mr. Jits. Hodgins. 


John Calahan - 
Widow Hogan - 
WidowJ.Kcnnedy 
Molly Kennedy, B. 
M olly Kennedy, K. 
Mary Cawley - 
Hugh Morgan - 
Judith Gleeson - 


aged 75 years 

- 70 T 

_ Go - 

- 60 - 

- 70 - 
sore leg 

about 70, and lame 
diseased stomach - 


- 9 

1 - 

- 9 

- 9 

- 9 

- C 

- 9 

- (i 


! “ 9 

1 _ rj 

- 9 

1 “ 9 

- () 

- 9 

- 


“ 9 

- 9 

- 6 

- 9 

1 - 6 

i - 6 

- 6 
- 6 


- ' 


- 9 9 

- 9 9 
_ S 9 

- 8 u 

_ 6 G 

- S 9 

- G G 








5 9 


j 5 9 ■ 


4 9 




3 10 9 


Beharaore - 
Mr.AdamHodgiiis 


James Coglilan - 
Jane Coghlan - 
John Moor 
Widow Kitchen 
Jane Summers - 
Richard Lyons - 
Susan Moor 
Widow WaUh - 


about 70 years old 
rheumatic 
aged 80 years 
- ditto 
rheumatic - 
aged 80 years 
scurvy - - - 

helpless family - 


1 - 

1 - 
- 6 
1 - 

- 9 

- 6 


1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
- 6 
1 - 
- 9 
_ 6 


- 9 

- 9 

- 9 

- 9 

- 6 

- 9 

- 6 
- C 


5 - 


- 12 - 

- 12 - 

- 6 G 

- 12 - 

- 13 9 
_ G G 








9 


6 9 


5 3 


5 - 


483 


North side of 
Cloghjordan-st. 
Mr.FrancIs Gaynor 


Betty Alliger - 
Mary Mackey • 
Richard Carney 
Mary Ryan 
Betty Lewis 
Foundling child 
Nelly Ryan 


cripple 

deranged 

aged 70 - - 

> ditto 

lame hand, and old 
five years old 
orphan child 


- 6 

- 9 

- 9 

- 9 

i - 

- 6 


- 6 

- 9 

- y 

- • 9 
1 - 

- 6 


- 6 

- 6 

- 6 

- 6 

1 - 

i 8 

- 6 


3 - 

\l.lOS. 


■ 0 ^ 

- 8 9 

- 8 9 

- n 9 

- 13 - 

1168 

-66 






4 3 


4 3 


5 2 


1 13 - 


- 4 11 n 


James-street 
Mr, Robert Pyke. 


Biddy Tobin 
Michael Quinlisk 
Honor Tierney - 

George Ceasey - 
Catherine Egan - 
Wm. Hawkshaw 
Hester Ronnels- 
Betty Russell - 
Mary Abbott - 


about 60 years old 
_ 80 - 

_ 70 - and 

helpless. 

about 7 years old - 
sore leg _ - ■ 
orphan child 
pleurisy 

aged 50 • • 

fever - 


- 6 
1 - 
1 3 

- 9 
1 - 

- 9 
1 - 
_ 6 


- 6 
1 - 
1 3 

- 9 

- 6 


- 6 

- 9 
i 3 

_ 6 
1 - 

- 6 


4 - 

! i 


- 6 G 

- 12 - 

- 16 3 

- 8 9 

- 13 - 

- 12 9 

- 5 6 

-46 

- 1 - 






6 9 


4 - 


4 6 


12 6 


4-3 


270. 




£ 










(covUuvcd) 
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id PLANS FOR RELIEF OF HELPLESS POOR, 



District and 
Deacuos’ Namei. 


Paupers’ Names. 


Cause of Poverty. 


Weekly Allowance. 


Donations. 


total 

Quarter. 




4 Weeks. 


September, 
4 Weeks. 


South side of 
Cloghjordan-st. 
Mv. Benj. Wilson. 


William Hogan - 
Widow Ogle 
WidowM'Loughlin 
Widow Kelly - 
Widow Spearman 
Beck Connell - 
Mary Kitchen - ; 
Pat M‘Donnfill - 


blind - 
helpless family 
aged 70 years 
- ditto 
helpless family 
aged 70 and feeble 
- 60 

helpless, self & wife 


s. cf. 

- 3 : 

- 9 

- 9 

- 6 

- 9 

1 - 

- 6 

- 6 


s. d. 
~ .3 

- 9 

- 9 

- G 

- 9 
1 - 

- 6 
- 6 


s. d. 

- 3 

- 6 

- C 

- G 

- 6 

- § 
- 6 


s. d. 


£. t. d. 
-33 

- 8 9 

- 8 9 

- 6 6 

- 8 9 

- 12 - 

- 6 6 
- 6 6 


5 - 


5 ~ 


4 - 


- ■ 


3 1 - 


'i 17 - 


1 9 


1 9 8 


3 5 - 


25 3 8 



It is thought expedient to print and distribute this and similar reports, at short intervals for the 
satisfaction of subscribers, but move particularly to enable the public to compare and point’ out anv 
misapplication of the funds, inconsistent with the principles first stated, in order that any abuse mav 
be corrected at the monthly meeting that takes place with open doors at the School-house of Cloeli 
Jordan, at the hour of half-past 12, the first Thursday in each month, when the deacons attend to 
represent any new cases that may occur, and to reconsider each of the former objects of charity 



Fourth Report of the Ahascragh Charitable Loan Society, 
Established 1833. 

Patrons Eight Honourable Lord Clonbrock, and Sir Ross Mahon, Bart. 

Trustees -.—The Rev. Henry Hunt, Rector of Ahascragit : Charles Filgate, 
Lsq. j. p. o o i 

REPORT. 

During the past year 4,290/. has been lent out to 1,050 borrowers, making 
a total of 3,590 loans, amounting to the sum of 13,461 1. circulated by the 
loan bank, since its commencement, without sustaining any loss. Notwithstand- 
mg the reduction of interest charged on loans, a profit has been realized this 
year amounting to 41 S^. 1 d., of which sura 25/. has been appropriated to 

the purchase of blankets and clothing for the poor, and 16 /. 1 c/. added to 

the capital stock. Nothing can be more regular and satisfactory than the 
weekly payments of the borrowers, with very few exceptions ; and legal pro- 
ceedings have seldom to be resorted to. i > & r 

Could the people be brought to see the ruinous consequences resulting from 
wliisky-drinking, which takes from them the produce of their industry, the 
pi onts arising from loans of money, judiciously managed, would soon raise 
them from poverty and wretchedness to comfort and independence. It too 
irequentiy happens, that when a tradesman finds he has realized a little money, 
alter paying his regular instalments, instead of adding that sum to his next 
oan, an ^ t eieby inci easing his capital, he visits the public-house, and squanders 
plication ibr a loan, perhaps lie finds himself 
eiclucled, and in a worse state than at first — without character, and without 
money to caiTyon his business. A few cases of this kind have occurred, and it 
ope e example made of such persons will have some effect on others. 



31 December 1837. 



(signed) 



Heni'y 'Hunt, 

Treasurer. 
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and lessening PAUPERISxM in IRELAND. 



YEAR’S ACCOUNT. 



Rev. Henry Hunt, Tre^urer, in Account front 31 December 1836 to 31 December 1837. 



Dr. 



TO interest received 004,290/., at 4t/. 
per pound - 

To fnies for irregular paynients 
To rasli received for cards and tickets 



71 10 
20 2 ; 
8 f) 



Stock : 



To net profit on year 1837 
To ditto on former years 
To amount of borrowed money 



£. s. d. 

- iC 3 1 

- 104 11 11 

- 900 - - 



Cr. 



£. 



RYinterest paid on borrowed money 23 8 

By salaries paid - - - - 22 10 

By casli for printing - - - 3 ^7 

By office furniture, postage, and sun- 
dries - - - • - 4 3 

By office rent, including fuel and at- 
tendance - - - - 



.5 - 



By profit on year 



Profit as above - 
Grant for poor 



Net profit 



£. 1,020 15 



rowers 
By balance 



58 18 10 


- 4‘ 


3 1 


£. 100 1 11 


- 41 


3 J 


- 25 


* “ 


. - £. 16 


3 1 


,t ac- £. 


d. 


4 


8 1 


id in 




bor- 




- 1,011 


3 - 


• - 5 


3 11 


£. 1,020 


15 - 



- 8 . — 



Copy of a Letter from WiiUam Trench, Esq. to Sir Frederick W. Trench. 

a . P 1 14) March 1838. 

The 'DeSon Plan has been adopted to a considerable extent, 20 miles end- 

''Thrkst place at which it was adopted, at Ballinasloe, tlie 

Frederick had at Cloughjordan saw how it worked there foi ser e aljea^^^^^^^ 

commmiicateditto his uncle, Mr. Jones, who w-as beneficed Efswo.ths 

town, at Clonbrony; he liad it lor some years m “ Z 

removed to Ballinasloe, where our late kinsman, Clancarty, 

amount of 300 I, three hundred pounds per annum, as his own subscript! . 

Was not that magnificent ! 

My plan as a substitute for a compulsory poor law has one 
it requLs no outlay for houses. Where parishes ^ f® hi,,* OO^^^ 
of unions, there should be subdivisions to the amount f^\out 1,000 souls, or 
200 or 300 houses; in so small a circle the character of each claimant would 

''"l can Le no reason why a mortgagee or owner of j°““'ZSly prevS 
each his or her quota, the present rate of interest would P^n 

mortgagees from calling in their money, as very few, i 
five per cent., and Government Stock pays less than SI. 5s. per cent., 
difference 35 s. per cent, on income. 
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